Legislative Department
Seattle City Council
Memorandum

Date: Qctober 15, 1999
To: Councilmembers

From: Bill Alves, Council Central StafY
LoElia Smalls, Central Staff Intern £

Subject: Divided Report on the Sand Point/Magnuson Park Design Decision Agenda

The Magnuson Park concept Plan was presented 1o council at a Commitice of the Whale Mecting
{COW! on September 13* On September 20, 1999 the COW held a Public [earinn on the Concept
Plan with Counciimember Nick Licata presiding. On October 1, 1999, Bilt Alves circulated to all
Councilmembers a Decision Agenda for the Sand Point/Magnuson Park Design. Dring its Dctober
4" meeting, the COW discussed and voted on alternatives to the Executive’s Proposal for the
Magnuson Park design laid out in the Decision Agenda. There were nine split votes on the
following issues: the off leash dog area (3 votes) , the Park’s parking and circuliation issus {2 votes),
the number and use of sports fields (1 vote), and short term/long term implementation plan for the
Park, including priority of Mud Lake (3 votes). The following highlights the split votes and the
rationale expressed for each decision during the Council meeting,

L Off Leash Dog Area (OLA)

Item 2.3 from decigion Leave OLA approximately where 1t is now with {.ake Washington |
agenda beach access. Correct map to be included. - i
ftem 2.2.a from decision Continue commitment to key features of and improvements in the
agenéa ex:sung OLA pend:ng construction of A new 01 A acea :

! AP {Mclver, Drago, Licata, Prgeler, Chog)
Leavmg the OLA in 113 pment locatron is oous:stem with prior Councilmembers’ reachntion and
letters signed by ali Councilmembers. In addition to maintaining consistency with prior Council
resolutions, continuing with the cusrent OL A location is the most economic and effective availsble
option. Leaving the OL A where it is minimizes permitting problems. Moving the OLA south puts it |
closer to housing. Furthermore, it invites boat-dog conflicts and would necessitate moving the Mud |
Lake outlet stream. It also raises the possibility that more sports fields could be included in the plan |
by piscing one or more in the sreas the Fxocutive proposes for QLA Drago OLA adjacent 10
NOAA parking can be designed with natursl horticultural borders to minimize barriers |

Minority Position: Move OLA to south part of park. (Steinbrueck, Conlin, and Donaldson )

There is support for off leash area users to have Lake access. However, there is also concern that
the current location would create a barrier that separates the current NOAA land north of proposed |
OLA, which couid become part of the Park in the future. Moving the OLA 10 a southern ioca:aon
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provides isolation from other areas and avoids fencing that could segregate different areas of the
Park. Steinbrueck: Returning the OLA and lakeshore access to the existing location and
configuration detracts from, and significantly alters the master plan concept for Magnuson Park and
the entire Sand Point Peninsula. In addition, making permanent the OLA and lakeshore access
forever at the present location inhibits public access to the NOAA property including the north
lakeshore. The Council shouid direct Parks and their design team to study other potential OLA and
lakeshore access locations, including the southernmost area of Magnuson Park, and report back to
the City Council on options, altematives, and how the master pian would be impacted.

18 Park Parking and Circulation kssues

Item 3.3 from decision | Provide a minimum of 50 parking spaces closer to the swimming besch
agenda and reserve some of these additional spaces for low-mobility users.

ing beach, {(Licata,

Danaidson Mcfver, Dmgo Page!er) More park:ng space thaz s cioser to the swimming beach is
needed for low mobility users and families with smali children.

: 0 he ad ag.. {Conlin) It is important to minimize
the amount of auto weess to zhe shorclme 'I‘he oppommaty cost of closer, additional parking is
greater than the few additional parking spaces locsted 800 feet cioser to the swimming beach.
Individuais who need to park closer to a swim beach can use nearby Matthew Beach parking.

item 34 fmm dems:on agenda ] Provide additional boat launch overfiow parking.

{Mclver, Licata, Coniin,

Pageier) Seattie mmﬁy carries a d:spmpcmomte Eaum:h burdmfor the Puget Sound area. Parks
needs to work with other jurisdictions in the Puget Sound area to encourage them to aceept an equal
distribution of boat Isunches in the area.

Z)onaldson) Thm isa great m for addmomi boat launchparkmngumle to avoid any negative
impacts of parking boats in neighborhoods. Drago: Parks needs to also find additional solutions.

HI.  Mazimum sumber and arrangement of sports fields

ltem 4.2 from decision Explore the feasibility of more flexible uses of sports fields by
ngenda rcamnging basebail cloverleaf.

M I se fields, (Donaidson, Coniin, Mclver, Drago, Pageler)
Counc:immbm shouid mamwn the Park Conoept Plan created by the experts--the contracted
Design Team. Parks and consuitants have already studied the issues. Soccer and baseball are now
year-round sports, with no off season for use by other sports. Multiple nse beats up fields.

pn_be used for other sports too,
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