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City of Seattle

(}regorjf 1. Nickels, Mayor

~ Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation

Kenneth R. Bounds, Superintendent

BRIEFING MEMO
DATE: Aprill, 2004
TO: Councilmember Jan Drago, President Councilmember Nick Licata
Councilmember Jim Compton Councilmember Richard Mclver
Councilmember Richard Conlin Councilmember Tom Rasmussen

Councilmember David Della Councilmember Peter _Steinbrueck

Councilmember Jean Godden

ds; Seperintendent, Parks and Recreation |
Eric Friedli, Director, Sand Point Magnuson P%L

RE: =  Magnuson Park Wetlazzd and Wildlife Habitat and Athletic Field Compiex
=+ Master Plan, Council Brzeﬁng Apnl 5, 2004

FROM.:

Parks and Recreat;on is asking the City Council to review and approve a Council Bill

| (C.B. #114827) adopting a Master Plan for the wetland and wildlife habitat and athletic

field complex at Sand Point Magnuson Park that modifies the City Council endorsed plan
based on an extensive environmental review and public process (attachment I). This
briefing will provide the Council members with a history of the planning process,
describe the curfent proposal, outline the public process completed to date, and describe

the next steps in the development process.

" Background

The Sand Point peninsula has been the subject of many plans over the past several
decades. Plans for the peninsula were published in 1975, 1989, 1993, and 1999, Each of
those plans included similar components and outlined various mixes of active and passive
recreation areas. The most recent of those plans, the 1999 Concept Design for the
development of Warren G. Magnuson Park and the Sand Point Historic Campus, was
endorsed by City Council Resolution 30063 (11/99), and has guided numerous
improvements made to the park since. In addition, the Council approved a clarifying
Resolution (30293) in April 2001 that provided additional guidance on the development
of the athletic field complex. The Master Plan for the wetland and wildlife habitat and
athletic field complex now proposed for your consideration is the result of Resolutions
30063 and 30293, a public planning process, and environmental review as anticipated by

the City Councxl in both Resolutions.
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City Councilmembers
4/1/2004

After holding a public hearing, the City Council, by a vote of 7-1, approvéd Resolution
30063 which endorsed a Concept Design for the entire peninsula (Attachment 2).

Resolution 30063 stated that

“AH § softhall/baseball fields, the 6 outdoor tennis courts, and the 3 outdoor basketball .
courts will be lighted; and the 2 soccer fields adjacent to the cloverleaf of
softball/baseball fields will be lighted and have all-weather playing surfaces,
Furthermore, the two other soccer fields west of the sports meadow will be lighted and
have all-weather playing surfaces, provided that, following a public outreach process, the
Council decides any impacts of lighting on adjacent areas of the Park and on the
neighborhood can be adequately mitigated. The Department of Parks and Recreation is
directed to conduct a public process and report back to the Council with findings,
possible impact mitigation measures and recommendations by December 31, 2000.”

“Section 6, Number and Type of Sports Fields. The Executive is directed to explore
putting sportsfields in addition to the combination soccer field/track in the area
designated for the OLA in the Executive's proposal (the area north of 65th Street, south
of the cloverleaf of softball/baseball fields and west of Mud Lake and the Nature Center).

By December 31, 2000, the Executive will recommend 1) the number of fields in addition

to the combination soccer field/track shall be put in this area; 2) whether each additional

field is to be for baseball, softbali, rugby or soccer; 3) whether each field shall be lighted
and/or provided with an all-weather playing surface; and 4) the specific locations of the
combination-soccer field/track and other recommended additional sportsfields within this

general area. The recommendation whether the additional fields will be lighted will take -

[into consideration findings from a public outreach process the Department of Parks and
Recreation is requested to conduct as well as take into consideration measures to
adequately mitigate impacts on adjacent Park areas and the neighborhood.”

In April 2001 the Council unanimously approved Resolution 30293 providing additional
guidance on the configuration of the athletic field complex as indicated in Resolution

30063 (attachment 3).

Public Process
Numerous plans have been developed for this Park since the mid-1960’s. Attachment 4

provides a synopsis of the public outreach associated with this project. In 1999, there
were several public workshops and meetings prior to the approval of the Concept Design
(Resolution 30063), including a public workshop in April 1999 attended by more than
500 citizens. Prior to the approval of Resolution 30293 in 2001, there was another series.
of public meetings and workshops. Since 2001, there has been extensive public process
related directly to the development of this proposal including public meetings,
workshops, lighting demonstrations, informational mailings and opportunities for written
input. Several key components of the public process warrant special note.

Wetland Forum. In June of 2001, Parks convened a forum of citizens and technical
experts to create a more detailed concept for the development of the wetland and habitat
complex, This 2-day forum, attended by approximately 100 citizens and environmental
and design professionals, resulted in a series of more detailed concepts that were used to
guide the wetland and habitat components of the Master Plan.







