FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND DECISION
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE

Modification of development standards for a City ) C.F. 306574 / App. 2400368
facility in a single-family zone with a 30-foot ) FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS

height limit, to allow installation of ep-te-58-light ) AND DECISION
poles with light fixtures, in heights from 650 85 )

feet high, at seven-four ballfields-playfields d-Point-_ ) )
Warren G. Magnuson Park, 7400 Sand Point
Way NE. )

Introduction o

This matter involves a request by the Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation (Parks)
for waiver or ﬁ:bdiﬁcation of development standards pursuant to S;M:C:‘_§ 23.76.064.B for a City
facility in a single-family zone with a 30° foot height limit, to allow installation of ﬁft‘y—eight_—m'
(5852) light poles with light ﬁxtures, in heights from 65 to 85 feet high, at seven ballfields at
Sand Poit the Warren G. Magnuson Park, 7400 Sand Point Way NE. |

Parks conducted SEPA review for the proposal. Parks issued a Final Environmcntai
Impact Statement (FEIS) on July 12, 2002; a Final Supplemental BIS on May 16, 2003; and an
EIS Addendum on December 15, 2003. A challenge to the adequacy of the EIS was dismissed
- by the King County Superior Court. There are no SEPA appeals currently pending on this |
proj cct; | | |

The project originally included lighting on 78 light poles on nine of eleven proposed
playfields. In 2004, the City Council passed Ordinance 121502, which restricted the number of
lit ballfields to seven. The érdinancc also izzfpoSed the following conditions to mitigate possible

impacts of the field lighting: no field lights on Sundays, and field lights turned off at 10:00 p.m.
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on Monday through Saturday. As a result, Parks modified its proposal to request lighting for
only seven baiiﬁeids, with a total of 58-52 light poles, ranging in height from 65 10 85 feet.

The Department of Planning and Development (DPD) reviewed the Parks request, which
included the Parks SEPA documents, as well as applicable legislation passed by the City
Council. On February 21, 2005, DPD issued its Analysis and Recommendations, and
recommended that the City Council grant the proposed waiver to allow poles up to 85 feetin
height at the City facility, with the condition that Parks provide a detailed IHlumination
Management Plan, to be appended to any building permit applications for field lighting
installation. DPD recommended that the Plan include controls to limit lighting to times the fields
are in use, with play ending at 10:00 p.m. and only on Monday through Saturday evenings.

The City Council’s Urban Development and Planning Committee held a public hearing
on the Parks request and the DPD recommendation on March 23, 2005. The Commitiee
continued the matter o the sﬁbsggucnt Committee meeting, On April 13, 2005, Fthe Committee
discussed the matter on-that-date-and voted to recommend to the full Council that the Council

grant the modification of development standards, subject to conditions, as described below:

Findings of Fact

The Council hereby adopts the following findings of fact:

1. Sand-PeintThe Warren G. -Magnuson Park (“the Park™) is located at 7400 Sand Point

Way NE in northeast Seattle. The Park is 352 acres in size and is zoned Single Family 7200 and
9600 (SF7200 and SF 9600), with a portion zoned Lowrise-3 (L3). Most of the adjacent

properties are zoned SF5000 and 1.3.
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2. The proposed playfields (“the Site™} are in the area just north of the southern edge of

the Park. The Site is zoned SF 7200. The Site is level,

3. Parks proposes to light seven playfields, two for baseball and five for other field use.
To light the fields, Parks will install $8-52 light poles. Most of the poles will be 75 feet hilgh,
with those at the baseball and sofiball fields ranging from 65 to 85 feet high.

4. ?aw;gs proposes to develop the playfields in at least three phases, The first phase

includes rehabilitation and construction of a Multi-Purpose Activity and Sports Meadow. The

scope of the second phase has vet to be fully determined but will likely include development of a

lighted rug"i}y plavfield, development of at least one baseball diamond, and development of
various other lighted plavfields. Pursuant to Ordinance 121502, Parks is reguired to report to

Council on the scope of phase 2 improvements prior to beginmng construction but no later than

March of 2006.
- 4.5.The lighting system is designed to limit spill light and glare by raising floodlight
mounting heights from the code maximum height of 30 feet to a higher height. This allows more

direct down-lighting of the play surface with steeper floodlight aiming angles. Most of the lamps

are full-cutoff %&m&a&aﬁe&iuininaires which do not emit any direct light above the plane of the
lurinaries-luminaires on most fields. The baseball fields will use shielded conventional
floodlights. The steeper heights of the baseball light poles will help reduce the angle of light

spillage and the amount of glare.

6. Full-cut off luminaires are proposed to be mounted at an angle that is somewhat

greater than horizontal to account for the fact that the proposed fields will be slightly crowned to

facilitate drainage and to account for future sag in the fixtures themselves.
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