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MEMORANDUM

TO: Urban Development & Planning Committee
' Peter Steinbrueck, Chair
Tom Rasmussen, Vice Chair
Richard Conlin, Member

From: Michael Dorcy, Land Use Planner for the Director, DPD

Date: 17 March, 2005

Subject:  Sand Point/Magnuson Field Lighting Project
\ CF# 306574

Proposal '- o |

On February 21, 2005, DPD recommended conditional approval of the Seattle
Department of Parks and Recreation’s Sand Point Magnhuson Lighting Project.
This project would allow the installation of fifty eight lighting standards
supporting a total of 448 luminaires, including security luminaries, to surround
seven playfields proposed at Sand Point Magnuson Park (MUP 2400368). The
fight standards would range from 65-85 feet in height. Because the proposed
light poles would exceed the single family zone height limit of 30 feet, the Parks
Departmant is seeking a Council Waiver of Development Standards to allow
these lzght poles upto 85 feet in height.

Section 23 44 036A of the Seattle Mumczpa% Code provides that the C:ty Council
may waive or mod rfy development standards for public facilities. This is
commonly done in conjunction with a Concept Approval in which City Council
can allow a city facility to locate in a zone that might otherwise prohibit such a
use. in this case, park use is permnitted outright. The decision before Council i is
whether to modify the height development standards for this city facility in order
to allow a modem hghtmg system that re!aes on higher Iamp mountmg heights.

onto the playing stirface and m:tigate tt;e»impacts of spill Eght and glare, while -
providing ad%[q%&e on-’ﬁeid lighting levels. |




2 Sand Point Magnuson Field Lighting Project

Background Information

This project originally submitted to DPD on March 1, 2004 was for the future installation
of seventy eight (78) light poles on nine (9) of eleven (11) propesed playfields. On June
14, 2004, the Seattle City Council passed QOrdinance 121502 which approved a tota] of
nine (9) playfields, with only seven (7) of the fields to be lluminated with artificial light.
On September 27, 2004, the Department of Parks and Recreation proposed to DPD a
reduction in the proposed lighting to reflect the reduction in playfields that was part of the
City Council legislation. That change eliminated six (6) of the 65-foot poles and fourteen
(14) of the 75-foot poles which originally had been proposed and resulted in 180 fewer
luminaries dedicated to playfield illumination. In addition, the project included thirty six
(36) 40-foot tall parking lot poles, some with single and some with double luminaries for
a total of fifty four (54) luminaries, as well as thirty nine (39) 40-foot roadway lighting
poles, each with single luminaries. The proposed thirty six (36) parking lot poles at 40
feet in height and containing 54 luminaries as well as the thirty nine (39) roadway poles,
each at 4 feet in height and supporting a single luminary each was eliminated as a part of
 this proposal at the written request of the Parks Department on November 15, 2004,

Public Outreach

The Department of Parks and Recreation undertook substantial public outreach
prior to submitting this application. Scoping meetings as part of the
Environmental Impact Statement process took place on September 18 and
Septerber 19, 2001. The meetings were advertised in local newspapers, in the
Sand Point Magnuson Park newsletter, and by direct mail invitation distributed to
15,000 households in the general vicinity of the park. In addition, the Parks
Department arranged lighting demonstratzons related to the sports field
component of the project on October 8™ and November 28" of 2001, Public and
agency of the Draft EIS began on January 3, 2002. A public hearing was held on -
February 4, 2002. In March 2003 Sand Point Magnuson Park hosted a “Design
Open House” which showcased the wetland/habitat and sports field/courts
project. The FEIS prepared by the Department of Parks and Recreation was
issued on July 12, 2002; the Final Supplemental EIS was issued on May 18,
2003; and the EIS Addendum was issued on December 15, 2003. Concerns that
spill light and glare be mitigated were raised throughout this process.

The public comment period for the Council Land Use Action described in this
proposal, namely, to waive development standards for a pubilc facility
(specifically, to allow structures (the lighting standards or poles) to exceed 30-
feet in a single-family zone), began on March 10, 2004 and *was axtended by
request through April 7, 2004, The Depariment recezved approximsaie y twenty
letters and in excess of a hundred emalls regardzng the Sroﬁbsat a]! were







