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" OPPORTUNITY

In November, 1972, the U.S. Navy declared as excess approximately 325 of
its 476 acres at Sand Point, retaining the westernmost 150 acres, including
most of the structures, for its Naval Support Activity. As a result of the
established procedure of allowing federal agencies to have the first request
rights on such excessed property, and also as a result of resolutions by the
Seattle City Council and the King County Council welcoming it to locate at

" Sand Point, NOAA {The National Oceanic and Atrnospheric Administration)

is planning to establish a research center on the northernmost 100 acres of
the excessed portion. it is expected that the remaining area, approximately
225 acres in size, will be “surplussed” in the near future, at which time the
City of Seattle will have the gpportunity to submit an application to the
federal goverrnment for the property. T




It would be a unique opportunity for our city to acquire this land: 5,000
feet of waterfront; a property of sufficient scope to afford the residents of
Seattle and the region a quality of open space they have not enjoyed before;
a chance to restore some of the naturs! beauty the site once possessed. A
"once-in-a-tifetime opportunity,” reported a citizen’s committee in the sum-
mer of 1970, when recommending park and recreation use for this property.
If we are successful in obtaining the residual 225 acres at Sand Point, Seattie

"~ will have a great park in each of its four quadrants: Seward ?ark Lincoin

Park, Fort Lawton Park and Sand Point Park.

if Seattie receives Sand Point as a park, it will be possible to achieve the
restoration of a substantial portion of the Lake Washington shoreline for the
public use and enjoyment of the total city and regional populations. Even-
tually, as a part of the longrange plan for the park, Mud Lake would be
restored, and the fill dredged out in the process would be used onsite to
cover landforms buiit of broken runway paving. Trees, grass, groundcover,
and a variety of active and passive recreation areas would foilow. At the end

of the development process, Seattie will have gained a total of 8,000 feet of
“waterfront,-a new lake, bathing beaches, recreation facilities and the entire

225 acres for the free use of ali of its citizens. The value to city-dwellers of a
major park of this size, with views of and access {o the water, cannot be

overemphasized,

The “no-cost™ availability of the property more than justifies the removal of
most of the paving and unused structures and restoration of the site. A
conservative estimate of the value of the property, at $500 per linear foot of
waterfront for 8,000 feet, is $2,500,000. The interior 200 acres, at $30,000
per acre would come to $6,000,000; thus the total valuation would be in the
neighborhood of $8,500,000. Site restoration cost estimates include: pave-

" ment demolition, $580,000; Mud Lake {dredge and reshape), $2,750,000;
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and shoreline redevelopment, $180,000; total restoration: $3,510,000.

NEED

In looking back over the historical evolution of any American city, one trend
is eminently clear: slow, certain decay and despoliation of environmental
quality, seemingly unnoticed until viewed as a whole, Qur choices are
fimited. We must seize the opportunities where we find them, Objectively,
we have to recognize that whatever we can save or restore of our natural
assets now, will be the last to remain. :

Our urgent need for more urban park space is demonstrated increasingly
each year by the over-use of Green lLake Park, Volunteer Park, and the
Arboretum. Based on the latest National Recreation and Park Association
standards which recommend a minimum of 10 acres of total park and recrea-
tion areas per 1000 persons in an urban area, Seattle is 846 acres deficient.
The 225 acres at Sand Pomt would make substantial inroads on this
def;ciencv :







