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BEFORE THE HEARING EXAMINER

CITY OF SEATTLE
In the Matter of the Appeal of ) Hearing Examiner File:
) W-02-003
)
FRIENDS OF SAND POINT MAGNUSON )
PARK ) PARKS’ OPPOSITION TO SUMMARY
y JUDGMENT
from an adequacy determination by the )
Superintendent, Department of Parks and )
Recreation regarding the EIS on Sand Point )
Magnuson Improvements. )
)

I RELIEF REQUESTED

The Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) respectfully requests that the
Examiner deny Friends of Sand Point/Magnuson Park’s (“Friends™) January 3, 2003 Motion for
Summary Judgment and enter an Order dismissing the portion of Friends’ appeal that alleges that
the Final Environmental Impact Statement (“FEIS™) is inadequate because it does not include
alternatives outside Sand Point/Magnuson Park.

The proposed project action that is the subject of the FEIS is part of the on-going
redevelopment of Sand Point/Magnuson Park as it makes a decades long transition from a Naval Air
Station and Naval Support Base to a major urban park. The reuse of this unique public resource has

been the subject of much public debate and discussion resulting in several City Council Resolutions
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3. On October 23, 1996, the City of Seattle Office of Management and Planning
issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Sand Point Reuse Project. This
programmatic FEIS analyzed the potential environmental impacts associated with the Preferred
Reuse Plan (renamed the Physical Development Management Plan) as outlined by the various
City Council resolutions adopted up to that time aiong' with two alternatives. This FEIS
speciﬁcaiiy contemplated - at the prongatic level - the development of additional sports
ﬁéids as part of the Reuse Plan’s proposed Magnusoﬁ Park Open Space?Recreation Expansion
activity area. The Reuse Plan and the FEIS evaluating it also contemplated the restoration of
degraded wetlands on the property. Friedli Declaration at 7.

4. On.June 16, 1997, the Seattle City Council adopted Resolution 29429. This
resolution approved a Physical Development Management Plan based on the Reuse Plan
evaluated in the 1996 FEIS. This Plan provides guidance for the implementation of the reuse of
the Naval Station Puget Sound at Sand Point. The Physical Development Management Plan
contains a description of the six activity areas proposed for the Sand Point property, a very
general discussion of the potential uses then intended for each area, as well a discussion of the
condition and potential uses of the buildings on the property. It described, among other things,
the development of a wetland and a sports fields complex. Friedli Declaration at 8.

5. During 1999, the Parks Department assembled a design team lead by Jones &
Jones Architects and Landscape Architects. The team met with representatives of Magnuson
Park users, hosted a public design workshop that was attended by over five hundred people,
made presentations to numerous groups including the Seattle Design Commission, the Sand

Point Blue Ribbon Committee, the Board of Parks Commissioners and the Sand Point
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8. On July 5, 2001 the Department of Parks and Recreation transmitted to the Seattle
City Council a Capital Improvement Phasing Plan, a Public Involvement and Communication
Plan, and a Consolidated Project Implementation Plan which collectively respond to the Council

request for an Implementation Plan. Friedli Declaration at 13.

9. Based in part on the guidance provided by the Plans and City Council Resolutions
outlined above, the Department of Parks and Recreation developed a proposed action based on
the Physical Development Management Plan as updated and amended over the years. This
proposed action is implementation on the ground at Sand Point Magnuson Park of the Drainage,

Wetland/Habitat Complex and Sports Fields/Courts Project. The specific elements of the

proposed action are as follows:

s remove existing buildings and paved surfaces in the area of the former Navy Commissary
and Exchange facilities, adjacent to NE 65 Street near the southern edge of the park, as
necessary to accommodate the development of sports facilities, drainage features and upland
and wetland habitats

¢ reconfigure the existing southern entrance corridor fo Sand Point Magnuson Park by
widening the roadway, providing separate bicycle and pedestrian pathways, and installing
new landscaping

» maintain some arcas of viable existing wetland and woodland habitat in the
eastern/southeastern portions of the park, while creating additional wetland and upland
habitats in a mosaic throughout that area '

¢ develop a new trail system to provide foot and visual access to suitable areas of the wethand
and habitat complex (leaving sensitive parts of the habitat generally inaccessible), with rest
areas, and signage as appropriate

» redevelop an existing mowed grass sports meadow to accommodate up to 4 soccer fields, as
well as community functions and unstructured recreation, during daylight hours (i.e., without
lights)

e construct new facilities to provide 11 athletic fields with all-weather, synthetic surfaces and
lights, to accommodate soccer (5 fields), baseball/adult slow-pitch softball (2 fields), youth
baseball/fast-pitch softball (3 fields), and rugby (1 field)

» construct a new 1.5-mile cross-country running trail that, in conjunction with existing trails
and new pedestrian ways, could accommodate 3- to 4-mile cross-country events
construet a dual purpose parking lot/paved area for in-line skate hockey
construct three new service/support complexes to house resirooms, a concession stand,
maintenance facilities, storage, mechanical services and program space
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