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BEFORE THE HEARING EXAMINER

CITY OF SEATTLE
In the Matter of the Appeal of ) Hearing Examiner File:
Y W-02-003
)
FRIENDS OF SAND POINT MAGNUSON )
PARK } DECLARATION OF ERIC A. FRIEDLI IN
)} OPPOSITION TO SUMMARY
from an adequacy determination by the ) JUDGMENT
Superintendent, Department of Parks and )
Recreation regarding the EIS on Sand Point )
Magnuson Improvements. )
)

ERIC A. FRIEDLI, states and declares as follows:

1. I make this declaration based on my personal knowledge. 1 am more than

eighteen years of age and am otherwise competent to testify to the following matters.

2, I am currently empioyed by the Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation
(“Department”) as Director of the Department’s Sand Point Magnuson Park Division. Prior to
my appointment as Division Director, I served as Director of Operations and Planning for the
Sand Point Magnuson Park Division and prior to that se:fved as the Dirgctor of the Office of Sand
Point Operations with City of Seattle Office of Management and Planning. As the result of
performing my work duties, | am familiar with the history of the Sand Point Magnuson Park

(*“Park™) as well as with the Parks Department’s plans to improve it. 1 am specifically familiar
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with the objectives that the Department is seeking to accomplish through the proposed action that
is the subject of the EIS adequacy appeal.

3. I am specifically f@iiiw with the Department’s plans concerning the
development of sports fields at Sand Point Magnuson Park as well as with the various Seattle
City Couneil Resolutions that provide guidance to the Department regarding the City Council’s

preferences about, among other things, the mix of sports field types and locations desired for the

Park.

4, Beginning in the 1970’s, anticipating the decommissioning of the Naval Air
Station that had occupied the Sand Point peninsula since the 1920°s, the City and citizen groups
have worked with one another and various consultants to develop plans for the redevelopment
and use of a large portion of the Sand Point peninsula as a public facility and as part of the
Seattle parks system. As closure of the naval facility and transfer of the property to the City for

reuse became more likely, the planning effort intensified and became more detailed,

5. On November 22, 1993, the Seattle City Council adopted Resolution 28832. This
resolution approved The City of Seattle’s Preferred Reuse Plan for Sand Point (C.F. 29963).

6.  On October 3, 1994, the Seattle City Council adopted Resohstion 28935, on
February 20, 1996 the Seattle City Council adopted resolution 29298, and on April 29, 1996 the
Seattle Céty Council adopted resolution 29313, Each of these resolutions provided additional
guidance from the City Council on the Preferred Reuse of Sand Point.

7. On October 23, 1996, The City of Seattle Office of Management and Planning
issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Sand Point Reuse Project. This
programmatic FEIS analyzed the potential environmental impacts associated with the Preferred

Reuse Plan (renamed the Physical Development Management Plan) as outlined by the various
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City Council resolutions adopted up to that time along with two alternatives. This FEIS
specifically contemplated - at the programmatic level - the development of additional sports
fields as part of the Reuse Plan’s proposed Magnuson Park Open Space /Recre.ation Expansion
activity area. The Reuse Plan and the FEIS evaluating it also contemplated the restoration of
degraded wetlands on the property.

8. On June 16, 1997, the Seattle City Council adopted Resolution 29426, This
resolution approved a Physical Development Management Plan based on the Reuse Plan
evaluated in the 1996 FEIS. This Plan provides guidance for the implementation of the reuse of
the Naval Station Puget Sound at Sand Point. The PhYsicai Development Management Plan
contains a description of the six activity areas proposed for the sand point property, a very
general discussion of the potential uses then intended for each area as well a discussion of the
condition and potential uses of the buildings on the property. It described among other things the

development of a wetland and a sports fields complex.

9, In June 1998, Mayor Paul Schell and Céty Councilmember Nick Licata
established the Sand Point Blue Ribbon Committee to review the plans for Sand Point and
Magnuson Park. In its February 1999 report, the Blue Ribbon Committee recommended that the
City undertake park design focusing on the theme that Magnuson Park and the former Navy
property be integrated as a unified whole.

10.  During 1999, the Parks Department assembled a design team lead by Jones &
Jones Architects and Landscape Architects. The team met with represéntatives of Magnuson
Park users, hosted a public design workshop that was attended by over five hundred people,
made presentations 1o numerous groups including the Seattle Design Commission, the Sand

Point Blue Ribbon Committee, the Board of Parks Commissioners and the Sand Point
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